user interface

. . . . . . . .

........

outgoing mail spool area

mailboxes for incoming mail client (background transfer)

server (to accept

mail)

TCP connection

for outgoing mail

TCP connection

for incoming mail user sends mail

user reads mail

Figure 24.1 Conceptual components of an electronic mail system. The user invokes a mail interface application to deposit or retrieve mail; all transfers occur in the background.