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Aditya Mathur

Dear students, ladies and gentlemen,

Today India and Indians are celebrating the 58th Republic Day with great pride.  On this day in 1950, India became a republic and adopted a constitution. My father tells me that on January 26, 1950 people all over India were extremely happy with their newly found independence after hundreds of years of foreign rule. Many came to watch the first Republic Day Parade in New Delhi from all over the country and celebrate perhaps the most important moment in the history of India. Want to get  “goose bumps?” Go watch this parade.

Certainly, on this day we must remember the great Mahatma Gandhi and other martyrs who gave up their personal treasures and pleasures to extricate the people of India from years of foreign tyranny.

India has made tremendous progress since its first Republic day. It has to its credit notable achievements in Science and Technology. This has led to much enthusiasm amongst its people and also boosted its image around the world. The person on the street, in the advanced and other countries alike, talks about India with a sense of awe and respect. Along with their appreciation of the old film hits of Raj Kapoor, its architectural marvels, and its music, they also talk about its young and energetic software experts.

India, through practice, defines to the entire world, the meaning of sectarianism and peaceful coexistence. While on the one hand it strikes a much talked about nuclear deal with the US, on the other it hosts the Presidents of Iran, in 2003, and President Putin, this year, as chief guests at its Republic day celebrations.

The future of a country is in the hands of its youth and students such as you belong to this class. You all are bright and energetic. You have dreams and are fortunate to obtain some of the finest education offered anywhere in the world. I request and urge you to keep serving your Mother Land, and especially its underprivileged, from wherever you are and derive the tremendous pleasure associated with such service. If you return to India, you will be in the midst of a revolution and your skills and knowledge will be of direct benefit to its people. If you remain abroad, you will serve as its important ambassador and assist in further enhancement of its image amongst other parts of the world.

Thank you. Jaihind.
