CS348
Project 4
Online Bulletin Board System
Due date: 11:59 pm, May 1, 2009

Using PHP and MySQL implement an online bulletin board system that allows a set of
authorized users to participate in an online discussion forum. The data for the bulletin
board system should be stored in a MySQL database with the following schema:

create table bbusers (
email varchar (50),
name varchar (30),
password varchar (10),
nickname varchar (30),
primary key (email)

) ;

create table postings (

postId integer (5) auto_increment,
postDate datetime,

postedBy varchar (50),

postSubject varchar (100),

content wvarchar(512),

ancestorPath varchar (100),

primary key (postId),

foreign key (postedBy) references bbusers

) ;

The database has two tables:

1. bbusers: This table records information about users of the bulletin board. The
email and password fields are used for signing into the system.

2. postings: This table records information about all postings as well as follow-
up postings of the bulletin board. Each posting is assigned a unique post Id. To
keep track of the “tree-structure” generated by follow-up postings, the system
keeps track of the path from root message to the posting in the ancestorPath
attribute. The path is recorded as a colon separated list of posting Ids; for
example the ancestor path 1:5:6:12 would indicate that the current posting
has a parent posting with post Id=12, a grand-parent posting with postId=6,
a great-grand-parent with post Id=5, and a great-great-grandparent with
postId=1. With this structure, the entire bulletin board messages can be
viewed as a collection (forest) of trees.

The Web application should implement the following basic functions:

1. User sign-in and sign-out.



2. Default display of messages in reverse chronological order and properly indented
follow-up messages.

3. Post message and post follow-up message by user.

Figure 1 and 2 show possible user interfaces for the main display page and the follow-up
display page.

Project Setup

You will setup the online bulletin board website on your personal web page at Purdue.

You can find how to publish personal web pages at Purdue here
http://www.itap.purdue.edu/tlt/careeraccount/webpage.cfm

You can find how to create a MySQL account here
http://www.itap.purdue.edu/tlt/careeraccount/mysqgl.cfm

You can find some information about using PHP at the Purdue servers here
http://help.itap.purdue.edu/viewarticle.php?articleid=1883

Note

This will be a TEAM project. Teams can have up to THREE members.

Submission

You will submit the following
e All your source code files.
e A README.txt file, which will explain how a user can access your system from
his own web browser. This file will also include the names and usernames of all
the team members.

When you are ready to submit your project, ONE member from your team should have a
directory PRJ4 where your files are. Go to the directory which contains the directory
PRJ4, run the following UNIX command

e turnin -c ¢s348 -p proj4 PRJ4
Your whole directory will be submitted for grading. You can check the submitted files
with

® turnin -c ¢s348 -p proj4 -v

GOOD LUCK !
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User: raj@es.gsu.edu
[ Post Message | [ Logaut |

« Updaie - a database table for HW3-3 - Pivaphol 23,22;32 02/21/06 (2)

o Re: Update - a database table for HW3-3 - Piyaphol 23.23-32 02/21/06 (1)

s Re: Update - a database table for HW3-3 - Raj Sunderraman [ 75735 02/23/06 (0]

« HW3 - 3rd problem - update - Raj Sunderraman 07 5609 §02/13/06 (0]
» example for part 2 of hw? isnt working - Michael McGreevey 157927 02/0906 (1)

o RBe: example for part 2 of hw2 isnt working - Raj Sunderraman J9: 46,08 0270906 (0)
« Establishing Connection in Code - Schrodrick Carter 15 16.35 0172506 (1)

o Re: Establishing Connection i Code - Schrodrick J9:44:28 0125706 (0)
» Welcome to 4298 - Raj Sundervaman 2./, 03,05 010006 (1)

o Re: Welcome to 4998 - Raj Sunderraman 270347 01/0906 (0)

Post A Message!

MName: Raj Sunderraman
E-Mail: miiics.gsn.edu

Subject:

Message:
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Figure 1. Main Display Page



| mm pde vew Feotsr Tooh  Heip

H i}sxt L .“\! :-’] :'] __,fim‘\:h “F Faveriies ) - sF = J@i‘: >

| Ackis (] i inneen ce. geu avu-abb 2 rimd
| ke ] Fabnce tncla 4] Tha Purds Sccnty Garsen ard Pursies (B Crirfo com - The Hore of Cricket 4] Tha Teisgraph - Caloutts Sucoka WP Vahoa! | Coogle « |Fre Tuiss

User: raj@cs.gsu.edu
Re: Establishing Connection in Code

[ Bulletin Board ] [ Logout ]

Posted by Schrodrick on January 25, 2006 at 19:44:28:
In Reply to: Establishing Connection in Code posted by Schrodeick Carter on Jatary 235, 2006 at 18:16:35:

Ok, I got it!

Follow Ups:

Posr a Followp

Mame: |
E-Mail: |

Subject; [Re: Esabising Connecion mCode

Comments:
s ak, I got it!
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Figure 2. Follow-up Listing Page




